
New Members Board Meeting 
Wednesday, May 20, 2009   
7 pm, the Lounge 
 
Minutes 
 
Present:  Gina Massoni, George Burns, Ann Giesel, Kate Nelson, Roberta Hollowell, 
Ashley Kloess, Christy McDanold 
  

Devotions, Minutes sign-ups 
• Ann led us in reading our Covenant. The Covenant is 10 years old this month! 
• Sign up sheet for devotions and minutes sent around. 

 
Update New Members joined 5/17/09 

• 10 new members joined! Everything seemed to go well. We did not have 
sponsors. Getting the bios together was a task.  

• Discussion of getting pictures and bios in to Church and Home.  
• Idea discussed of getting contact information in Church and Home. Decided 

that may not be a good idea because the information would be available on the 
web. 

 
Greeters 

• Jack and Evelyn Rucker had to pull out as greeters for a time. Roberta has 
found fill-ins through July 5, with the exception of June 21. 

 
Church Council Representative from NMB 

• Council meets the 3rd Monday of each month at 7:00 pm.  
• Gina volunteered to be council representative after Pastoral Search committee 

is completed in early July.  
• Ashley may be able to go in June. 

 
Next Class, joining June 14, 2009 

• 55 letters went out on Friday to prospective new-members. Jim will be 
making follow-up phone calls to these folks. 

• There are 6 who will be joining. One person is joining who needs to be 
baptized. It’s important to know that as early as possible. 

• Not all the people in the June 14 class will be going to the classes. 
• Bios and Applications – New members will fill out the biographical sketch. 

They will also fill out an application. Jim will write the sketch. Peter will 
introduce the new members. 

• Food – 5 members have volunteered to bring food. We need bread on June 7. 
Ann said she would bring food. Treats needed on Sunday, June 14 – Kristi 
said she would do this. 

• Make-up class, Tuesday June 9, 7:00 pm – Someone from the New Member 
Board needed. Jim will run the class. Kate said she will attend and will bring a 
treat.  



• Schedule – Margaret Rose will speak on UCUCC history on June 9. Jim 
White will do the rest. George mentioned a video that some friends saw when 
they joined in Coral Gables, FL that was excellent. Kate volunteered to see if 
she could find it. 

• Childcare – Ann will set up childcare. New member candidates are supposed 
to let Ann know. 

• Deadlines for bios to get in the bulletin is Tuesday at noon to Kris Garratt. 
The application to the church office by Friday. 

• Introductions of New Members – Peter will introduce the new members. 
 

Sponsors 
• The role of the sponsor is to help the new member fit in to the congregation 

and be their “guide” or “mentor” in the congregation. 
• Idea discussed of adding a line to the bio form asking if they would like a 

sponsor. Discussed having the entire new-member board come up to the front 
of the sanctuary with the new members and sponsors on the Sunday they join. 
Ann will run this by Jim. 

 
Managing the list 

• Margaret Rose has agreed to help Ann look through the list of  multiple-visit-
visitors. 

 
Notes to First-Time Visitors 

• Gretchen Hull and Claudia Patton are stepping down as the first-time visitor 
note writers. They have written over 1000 letters over the past 5 years. 

• Duties – Get the list of first time visitors (roughly 5 or 6 a week), buy stamps 
and notecards (reimbursed by New Member Board), 

• It would be good to get two people to share the job. 
• Idea discussed of NMB writing the notes the third week of the month, during 

the meeting, Keep us in touch with the process. 
• We will make some calls.  Christy will ask someone she knows. 
• Discussion of recognizing Gretchen and Claudia’s contribution and 

commissioning the new letter writers at a church service. 
 
New ideas/Future Directions 

• Do an addendum sheet with contact information of new members either 
quarterly or whenever there are new members. Christy will talk to John about 
ideas for updating contact information. 

• Christy made the suggestion to start counting the hours that people spend 
volunteering for the church and all its boards. Account for the time that is 
spent. It would be a start in figuring out how to best prioritize our time. (This 
is perhaps not a NMB idea) 

 
Next Meeting June 17, 2009 – Potluck - time, location 

• Jeff Hancock volunteered to host at his home. 


